
To view this event we advise you to use the following browsers.

DESKTOP: we support Chrome, Firefox, Safari and Edge. Here are the minimum 
version requirements for each browser: Chrome 55+, Firefox 53+, Safari 12.1+, 
Edge 42

MOBILE: we have native browser support for latest versions of both iOS and 
Android OS

NOTE:  this Demio Webinar will have taken control of your mic and speakers for the 
session. Using any other app like Skype, Teams, etc may cause you to lose sound or 
video. 

To test your connection visit this link.  https://event.demio.com/system 

https://event.demio.com/system


Welcome
● We acknowledge Traditional Owners Australia wide for their continuous connection to the land. We pay 

our respects to Elders past, present and emerging.

● Thanks to Bushells for supporting this community endeavor, most of us probably have a cuppa right in 

front of us now,  so thank you Bushells.

● This presentation is being recorded and all handouts and this recording will be available from the Rural Aid 

and Bank of Ideas websites after the event.

● To the right of the main screen you’ll see a chat panel, if you have any questions please write them in 

there. You are all muted, so the chat window is the only way you can communicate with us.



Join our 
Community Builders 

Facebook Group
https://www.facebook.com/groups/we.are.community.builders/



Dear Assisters and Aiders,

I am writing to express my heartfelt gratitude to you and your organisation for the assistance you freely 

provided me when I was beset by drought and bushfires. No doubt you have already heard plenty of 

stories like mine, but I want to make sure my appreciation for your generosity is put on the record.

I like to think of myself as a person who never puts his hand out, who pays his own way, who bobs back to 

the surface pretty quickly without the need for a floatation device, but the relentless drought and the 

onslaught of three bushfires finally convinced me that I could no more afford that sort of pride than I 

could afford any more fodder.

Farmer Assist - Thank you!



It's quite daunting when you realise that working harder and longer won't save your cattle. What's more, 

it hurts when you feel that you have let your family down by not preparing better, managing better or just 

selling stock earlier. Then there's the feeling that you have let your cattle down, if all you can offer them is 

a bullet. I like to think that there was never any chance that I was going to crack up, but my prevailing vibe 

seemed to be a combination of disbelief and calm desperation.

I am a Group Captain in the NSW Rural Fire Service and if ever there was a time to stand up and defend 

people's lives and property, it was this last fire season, but in October a bushfire killed our neighbours and 

burned out part of our property. 

Farmer Assist - Thank you!



Over the next six weeks, I was fully occupied in stopping that fire and two other subsequent fires that 

threatened our property again. So, ironically, bushfire was preventing me from getting out and fighting 

bushfires. Eventually, I was able to rejoin the fray but it hurt that I'd been out of it for so long.

Of course, it was my wife who persuaded me to apply for your help. Wisely, she avoided the “don't be so 

stubborn” approach: it was more a matter of “we need this, Now!” Your straightforward application 

process made it easy for us to get the ball rolling. Did it solve all our problems? Of course not, but it 

helped us catch our breath.

I hope that some time, someone will treat each of you the way you have treated us.

Farmer Assist - Thank you!



Leadership 
and 

Resilience



What makes a great town?

1. Proactive and shared leadership

2. Positive mindset

3. Healthy community building practices

4. Strong economic development behaviours



Proactive and Shared Leadership

● Seeks to be diversified and representative

● Invests in a community leadership strategy that is 

continuously growing and renewing community 

leadership capacity

● Provides community with vision and hopefulness



Critical Leadership Roles

1. Making things happen

2. Creating vision and Inspiration

3. Facilitating collaboration

4. Instilling Positive Mindset

5. Fostering leadership



The Story of Emma Sherie, Granity 
and CommuniTea





























Quote
“We now give back $100 a month to community causes. So far we 

have donated to the local youth group, the local youth 

performing arts group, the fire station, our community yoga 

group, and we have paid for the replacement of our community's 

defibrillator pads. We have also repaid the seeding grant that was 

given to us by the local Christian community. ” 

-Emma Sherie

   

 

 





“Colin has been coming every week since 

we first began CommuniTea. His wife died 

a few years ago and he lives alone now. 

He is the first one in the door every week 

and one of the last to go. He table hops 

around the room and chats to everyone. 

Colin is exactly why I wanted to create a 

space like CommuniTea.”     

-Emma Sherie
 



“CommuniTea has 

healed my heart!”
 

-Emma Sherie

 



Quote

“Resilience is that capacity to spring back, recover and 

adjust from adversity, the unexpected and change. It is 

that ability to cope with whatever the world may 

throw at us.”

- Peter Kenyon

   

 

 



● Our next webinar will be held on Tuesday 16 June

at 10am AEST.

● Our guest next week will be Jenn Donovan, Bush from the 

Bush

● Topic: social media, marketing, promotions, campaigns

Next Webinar


